Biogenesis: life coming from pre-existing life
Spontaneous generation: life can come from non-living material

Francesco Redi: Born: 1626
Died: 1697

Noticed that maggots seemed to appear where adult flies had previous landed
Around the same time, microscope developed

Spallanzani boiled broth to prove that microorganisms did not spontaneously develop
Spontaneous generation still was rampant in mid 1800’s
Finally able to clear it up: Louis Pasteur

Spontaneous generation was discarded and the principle of biogenesis was officially established

Scientists think that earth formed more than 4 billion years ago by the gravitational accumulation of dust and debris moving through space
Figured out through radiometric dating
Half-life: the time that one-half of a sample of the isotope takes to decay
